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Abstract: In this study, a novel pattern shaping technique is presented and applied to the uniquely
designed multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) radio altimeter antenna, acquiring area gain.
Inspired by the behavior of the perfect electric conductor, the tendency to gather a diffuse pattern is
exploited to create pattern shaping. A surface with a phase response of 0◦ at 3.824 GHz was designed
to ensure that the target radio altimeter frequency of 4.3 GHz is in the immediate vicinity of the
outer phase region, where the impedance is around 166.84 Ω, transforming the diffuse pattern of the
top antenna into the target conical shape. Antenna reflection values are measured as −20.072 dB at
4.344 GHz (port 1) and −27.44 dB at 4.32 GHz (port 2), while there is 6 mm between the top antenna
and its reflector. At 4.32 GHz, the envelope correlation coefficient is 0.0043, the diversity gain is 9.999,
and the transmission value between the opposing ports is −29.08 dB, which indicates a low mutual
coupling. A MIMO antenna with a measured gain of 10.1497 dBi for port 1 and 10.5617 dBi for port 2
conforming to the design criteria of the radio altimeter is achieved.

Keywords: pattern shaping; radio altimeter; EBG; MIMO

1. Introduction

The radio altimeter execution, which dates back to 1924–1925, is based on calculat-
ing the altitude of the aircraft from the ground with the principle of distance calculated
according to the traveling time of electromagnetic waves sent in the radio band after hit-
ting the surface and returning, as in the radar [1–9]. Calculating the ground clearance
for aircraft is a primary requirement for flight safety. After the Second World War, when
blind landing became widely used, the need for an altimeter system arose [10]. The design
criteria of the antennas to be used for the radio altimeter have been determined by the
International Telecommunication Union (ITU). Accordingly, the altimeter antenna’s gain
should be between 8 and 13 dBi, and the half-power beamwidth (3 dB) is recommended
to be between 35◦ and 60◦. In the recommendation, the operating band is determined
to be between 4200 and 4400 MHz, and the antenna should operate in horizontal mode.
Although the center frequency is specified as 4300 MHz, there is a frequency shift tolerance
for systems consisting of multiple antennas. In the proposed structure, it is aimed that
both antennas operate at different center frequencies. Thus, the proposed structure can
be evaluated as two different radio altimeter antennas, or as a single antenna consisting
of a receiver and a transmitter. In commercial use, the two radio altimeter antennas are
placed separately from each other to avoid interference. In MIMO structures, multiple
antennas can radiate independently in a compact area. Since more than one antenna is
ensured to work in a small area, it stands out with its space-saving feature. The proposed
structure is designed as a multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) system to provide space
on the aircraft surface and indirectly reduce weight. Space saving and weight reduction are
one of the most important design criteria in mobile vehicles, especially in aircraft, which
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is the subject of this study. Therefore, in aircraft such as airplanes and unmanned aerial
vehicles, the MIMO structure comes to the fore for the design of antennas to occupy the
least space. However, because the antennas are placed close to each other, this situation
brings about a mutual coupling problem [11] and the coupling coefficient can be high [12].
Since low insulation will lead to an increase in interference, communication quality is
compromised, so this issue should also be considered in MIMO designs [13,14]. Obtaining
separate patterns through feeding from different ports can be accomplished by the beam
forming method, which is used in aviation applications and satellite communications as
well [15–17]. In this paper, a MIMO radio altimeter antenna is proposed with enhanced
radiation properties owing to its reflective surface. The reflective surface is designed so
that it organizes the diffuse pattern of the antenna while reaching radio altimeter targets at
the same time. The design has been conducted with the unique top MIMO antenna, which
has a pattern that will work with the reflective properties of this surface. To create such
a reflective surface, the electromagnetic band gap (EBG) features were evaluated with a
different interpretation. EBG, which is considered as a sub-branch of metamaterials, creates
surface wave suppression by stopping the advancement of surface waves on its surface
and forms stop bands in the intended frequency band. The basic logic established for the
formation of these band gaps is the resonance formed by capacitance created by the gaps
between the unit cells, and the inductance taking place by the connection of the upper
conductor and the ground plane. Studies on photonic band gap (PBG) structures, which
can be considered the pioneer of electromagnetic band gap structures, were published
by E. Yablonovitch in 1993 [18] and studies on this subject gained momentum [19,20]. In
1999, high-impedance surfaces which created bandgaps were defined by Dan Sievenpiper
et al. [21]. After these developments, studies followed, in which these surfaces were used
as the ground plane along with other metamaterials for antennas, improving the antenna
properties [21–27]. EBG structures are used for mutual coupling reduction [28,29], isolation
from other environments [30,31], gain enhancement [32,33], or unique designs [34] in the
antenna engineering field.

In this study, the phase response of EBG surfaces was evaluated from a different
perspective, inspired by the reflective behavior of perfect electric conductor (PEC) and
perfect magnetic conductor (PMC) structures. Here, it is foreseen based on the observations
of the authors that being in the outside vicinity of the EBG phase region helps to regularize
a scattered radiation pattern. While PEC surfaces have a tendency to gather the diffused
pattern of an antenna when they are close, PMC surfaces tend to protect the pattern as
it is. From here, the low-impedance region in the outside vicinity of EBG structures was
associated with PEC.

The proposed technique consists of a surface design with a resonant band in a range
lower than the final target frequency, a top antenna design with its frequency at the upper
end of the surface’s resonance band, and keeping the final target frequency in the low-
impedance region directly outside the resonance region. With this foresight, starting with
the diffuse pattern antenna, the technique that enables the design of a conical pattern
radio altimeter antenna with the high radiation characteristics demanded by ITU has been
successfully applied, and space savings have been achieved in the aircraft.

2. Materials and Methods
Antenna Design and Its Operational Principle

The main motivation for the authors to work outside the EBG phase region for pattern
shaping is that PEC surface reflection tends to make a diffuse pattern more compact when
the antenna is near the surface, while PMC-type surface reflection tends to preserve or
further disperse the diffuse pattern.

An example of this foresight is shown in Figure 1. Figure 1a shows an antenna, whose
pattern is diffused, operating at 4.3 GHz. In Figure 1b, this antenna is placed over an EBG
structure with zero phase response at 4.3 GHz, which can be considered a PMC, and in
Figure 1c, it is placed over a copper plate, which can be considered a PEC.
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Figure 1. An example of the effect of PEC and PMC surfaces on the pattern. The antenna (a), antenna
and bottom EBG plate (b), antenna and bottom copper plate (c).

The distance between the antenna–copper and antenna–EBG is the same. As can be
seen from the figure, in the PEC simulation, the pattern is concentrated in a single lobe, and
in the PMC simulation, the pattern is divided into three parts.

The proposed MIMO structure consists of two opposing planar antennas and a reflec-
tive surface placed below them. While creating the structure of the antenna, the priority
was to make it radiate both above and below the plane, thus creating a remarkable power
reflection when the reflective surface was placed underneath. Namely, to utilize the EBG
surface, the top planar antenna had to radiate on both surfaces of the plate so that the
wave hitting the reflective surface could be collected and propagated at the top of the
structure. This was made possible by adjusting the size of the planar antenna greater than
1.5 wavelengths. This step caused the top antenna pattern to split to be visible on both
plate surfaces.

Radio altimeter antennas are required to radiate horizontally polarized Hence, firstly,
the top antenna is meant to be designed as a planar type. Secondly, the goal was to achieve
area gain with a MIMO setup. For the radio altimeter’s conical pattern, it was better to
place the radiating parts on MIMO face-to-face, working as directors for each other to
obtain a better conical shape.

The MIMO antenna seen in Figure 2 has a width of 109.74 mm and a length of 146.5 mm
(see Table 1). The thickness of the dielectric substrate layer is 1.524 mm. The permittivity
value of the Isola dielectric material is εr = 3.
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Table 1. Dimensions of the antenna (mm).

a b c d e f

109.74 146.5 15.47 15.14 11.57 11.57

g h i j k l

1.13 0.8 18.03 2.37 29.94 1.69

m n o p q

2.56 27.1 3.16 1.72 8.49

The copper patch structures placed at the backside of the plate can be called ground
planes, which the antenna arm would take as a reference surface, and are squares with a
side length of 11.57 mm. The entire surface on the backside was not chosen as the ground
plane. Instead, partial support was provided on the ground plane with parasitic patch
structures located next to the middle piece.

When these parasitic patches are removed, the targeted antenna properties cannot
be obtained. Although the structure in the upper copper layer presents the appearance
of a dual structure, it forms a single arm of the antenna. Here, the enlargement and the
square cuts placed at the extreme edges of those antenna arms are intended to increase
the antenna gain. In addition, the outermost points of these arms were trimmed with the
slanting cut; hence, the antenna beamwidth was narrowed in accordance with the design
criteria of the radio altimeter antenna. The feed line given in Figure 3 with a close-up
view was started directly from the laminate edge in order to not disturb the wave that will
be reflected from the reflective surface, and it was designed with a thickness of 1.13 mm
based on the t-shape divider. The arms and the supply line are combined together. Thus,
the thickness of this line was gradually increased from 1.69 mm to 2.56 mm and finally
reached its maximum size to increase the effective antenna aperture at the very far end.
There is a slight difference between the length of the two opposite arms to make their
resonance frequencies different from each other. In addition, when the same dimensions
of both antennas were selected, both antennas can radiate at 4.3 GHz. This situation was
also simulated, and anticipated results were obtained. The reflective surface consisting
of 24 unit elements was designed according to the requirements of the phase–frequency
relationship between the surface and the antennas at the upper layer (the top antenna). Its
substrate material is FR4 with a dielectric constant of εr = 4.3 with a thickness of 1.6 mm.
It is 109.74 mm wide and 164.62 mm long, as seen in Figure 4. The dimensions are given
in Table 2. At the very beginning of the reflective surface design, the basic square-unit
cell dimensions were obtained by using the EBG fundamentals, whose equivalent circuit
diagram can be seen in Figure 5.
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The proposed unit cell was designed with the changes made in the continuation of the
study, resulting the response given in Figure 5b,c [35,36].

febg =
1

2·π
√

Lebg·Cebg

(1)

Here, Cebg is the capacitance, Lebg is the inductance, and febg is the resonance frequency.
The EBG width, dielectric height, and the distance between two unit cells are denoted
by webg, hebg, and gebg, respectively. The approximate equivalent circuit of the proposed
surface is given when looking at the cross-sectional area along with its tangential surface
wave transmission behavior in Figure 5, which approves the simulation results of the
surface. The capacitance C occurs in the gaps formed by the absence of vias in the unit
cells. Capacitance (Cup) is created by cuts on the surface that increase the total capacitance,
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causing a drop in frequency. Cs symbolizes the capacity caused by the separation of unit
cells. The engraved parts from the surface edges reduce the inductance and hence increase
the resonance frequency. In the figure, Lup represents the inductance of the surface. While
applying these instruments, it was considered that the total unit cell size remains almost
the same. While trying to reach the desired resonance frequency, if the inductance was
reduced by clipping the edges of the unit cell more and more without opening the gaps
on the surface, there would be a dramatic increase in the resonance frequency. With the
gaps opened on the surface, smoother transitions in frequency could be obtained. For a
visual explanation, the frequency responses are shown in Figure 6 for a square unit cell
of the same dimensions, a unit cell with no slots on it, and the proposed unit cell. The
frequencies at which the zero-degree phase response of the unit cell occurs are shown in
Figure 6. While designing the reflective surface, a unit cell simulation was run by locating
the source λ/2 far from the unit cell surface (Figure 6). Although unit cells of various sizes
can be designed to achieve a similar response, the dimensions of the proposed structure
have been kept at a level suitable for production in the laboratory.
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Figure 6. Reflection phase response for the design stages of the unit cell (a). Phase angle variation of
the reflective surface with respect to frequency and the unit cell boundary condition. The distance
between the feed port and the surface is given with d. The surface impedance change is given in the
upper left corner while the distance between the feed and the surface is 6 mm (b).

During measurements, small pieces of silicon 5 mm, 6 mm, and 7 mm in length were
placed between the antenna and the reflective surface to keep them apart. It was observed
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that the measurements with and without silicon were the same. After similar calibration
procedures, pattern measurements were performed using a reference antenna (Figure 7).
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3. Results and Discussion

Since the antennas are placed opposingly, they will affect each other like a director
and change the pattern during the operation. Looking at the pattern of the top antenna
given in Figure 14c, it is seen that the pattern is separated outward from both surfaces of
the plate. This is because it was aimed to put a reflective surface at the backside of the
antenna from the very beginning. It is desired to collect the energy on the upper side by
reflecting the part of the pattern facing the reflective surface. The reflected energy merges
with the energy that is already at the top.

The radio altimeter antenna requires wide beamwidth, high gain, and a conical pattern
as defined in aviation standards. The effective aperture should increase to achieve these
goals by increasing the antenna dimensions. However, the growth of sizes has an effect
on the pattern. When the antenna length reaches more than one and a half wavelengths,
the pattern ceases to split more than two parts. Thus, an antenna with a diffuse pattern
emerges. Therefore, the need to gather the messy radiation pattern of the antenna occurs.
To reach both of these goals at the same time, a couple of technical tricks were developed.
These steps were taken with the foresight that a PMC reflector, which is defined as the ideal
artificial magnetic conductor with its zero-degree reflection phase, preserves the antenna
pattern. Accordingly, the whole resonance region of the reflective surface is avoided to
prevent the messy pattern from being preserved. The first step is to set the operating
frequency of the stand-alone top antenna (top section of the whole structure) lower than
the final target frequency, 4.3 GHz. These frequencies (4.088 GHz and 4.116 GHz) will be
referred to as the starting frequencies of the antenna in the rest of the manuscript. This step
also results in a slight increase in antenna gain.
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Because the frequency increases as the distance to the surface decreases, the radio
altimeter band is reached. We propose that at the beginning, the starting frequencies of
the top antenna should be chosen away from the zero-degree EBG reflection region and be
close to the ends. We recommend performing this so that the target frequency, 4.3 GHz,
remains outside of the phase curve but in the immediate vicinity after the top antenna and
the surface are brought closer together and the frequency of the entire structure increased to
the target frequency. At this stage, we want to be as close to the response curve as possible,
as the phase values will decrease as we move away from the phase curve.

Thus, the second step is to design a unit cell so that its chosen frequency, in which
the reflection phase angle of the surface is adjusted to 0◦, is smaller than the operating
frequencies of the top antenna to ensure that the starting frequencies are away from the zero-
degree reflection region. Hence, the designed surface provides a reflection phase response
of −170.47◦ and −176.77◦ at a half-wave distance to the feed, at the operating frequencies
of the top antenna, 4.088 GHz and 4.116 GHz, respectively. In order to ensure the starting
top antenna frequencies to be very close to the end of the response graph, gaps were opened
on the unit cell and the phase response graph was slightly shifted to the left (see Figure 6).
With the proposed solution, the need to change the unit cell and initial antenna dimensions is
eliminated. Reducing the size of the top antenna and increasing the starting frequencies could
be another solution here, but it would cause the antenna gain to decrease.

After these designs, in the first step, the distance between the top antenna and the
reflective surface was kept at half a wavelength. At this altitude, the starting frequencies of
the top antenna remain in the resonance phase region and the pattern of the whole structure
is diffused, similarly to the pattern of the top antenna (see Figure 8).
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Figure 8. The radiation pattern with its directivity scale, while the distance between the antenna and
the reflective surface is 39.219 mm. The distance between the antenna and the surface is given with d.

The aforementioned half wavelength is 39.219 mm and belongs to the 3.822 GHz
simulating frequency of the unit cell to acquire a 0◦ phase point for the reflective surface. In
such a study, the 0◦ phase point is observed at 3.824 GHz. This can be seen in Figure 6. At
a distance of 6 mm, the resonance region of the surface is on the left-hand side compared to
the half wavelength response and occurs at lower frequencies. Thus, when the distance is
6 mm, both the two starting frequencies and the final frequency, 4.3 GHz, are out of the
EBG resonance region (Figure 6). The final distance is 6 mm. Consequently, the necessary
conditions for pattern editing are provided by paying attention to all these factors.

The surface impedance variation embedded in Figure 6 occurs when the feed point
is 6 mm away from the surface. It is seen that the impedance is greater than a thousand
ohms at the resonance frequency, and around 166 ohms at the 4.3 GHz frequency. Such an
impedance indicates that the 4.3 GHz region is neither like a PEC nor PMC, but much more
like PEC.

In Figure 9a, the distance between the unit cell and the feed is 39.219 mm, which is
the half wavelength of the reflector’s 0◦ phase resonance frequency, while in Figure 9b,
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the distance is 6 mm. In Figure 9a, the surface current is negligible due to surface wave
suppression. With the last distance of 6 mm between the unit cell and the feed as seen
in Figure 9b, surface currents at 4.3 GHz are also observed since the surface impedance
is lower. Figure 9c,d show the surface currents that occur when the whole structure is in
operation. This figure is also another indication of the good isolation of the MIMO antenna.
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Figure 9. Surface current representation. Surface current while the distance between the unit cell and
the feed is 39.219 mm (a) and 6 mm (b). The surface current of the whole structure operating when
port 1 is excited (c), and port 2 is excited (d).

The stand-alone top antenna, which consists of two antennas facing each other, is
given in Figure 2. The antennas operate at 4.088 GHz and 4.116 GHz frequencies according
to the simulation results. In Figure 10, the simulation results of the antenna, when there is
no bottom surface, can be seen. The simulated resonance frequencies are 4.116 GHz and
4.088 GHz for port 1 and port 2, respectively. Their S11 and S22 values are −20.381 dB and
−19.045 dB. Also, the graphics of S12 and S21 for both antennas are the same. These are
simulated as −27.16 dB at 4.088 GHz and −27.23 dB at 4.116 GHz.

In Figure 10, S11 simulation and measurement results are compared when there is no
reflective surface under the antenna. According to the measurement results, the antenna
of the first port of this structure resonates at a frequency of 4.02 GHz with a −28.645 dB
S11 value. The simulation result of the same port occurs at 4.116 GHz with its S11 value as
−20.381 dB, as stated earlier.

The operating frequency difference is observed between the simulation and measure-
ment as 96 MHz that does not affect the design process.

In Figure 11, the S11 simulation and measurement phase results of the whole structure
are given. There is a gap of 6 mm between the antenna and the surface, while the simulation
and measurement results of the S11 phase angle are drawn together.
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Figure 11. A comparison of measurement and simulation results of S11 phase angle values with
the reflective surface underneath. Side view and front view of the antenna with its reflector on a
simulated life-size aircraft [37].

Since the antenna, that stands without the reflective bottom surface, does not have the
same phase angles in simulation and measurement, it is not expected that the resultant
phase graph, which is drawn for the results derived with the reflective surface, would be
exactly the same. As can be seen in the figure, the phase characteristics are similar for
simulation and measurement utilizing a 6 mm surface away from the antenna.

It is explained in the ITU recommendation that the receiver unit has a bandpass filter
and rejects to collect power from other sources outside the operating band [38]. At the
transmitter, the signal is generated and transmitted by the voltage-controlled oscillator
(VCO) between 4.2 GHz and 4.4 GHz. It is also stated in the recommendation that the radio
altimeter system will not be affected unless the signal is at the edge of the band. When
the reflective surface is under the antenna, the transmission value is −29.84 dB at 4.3 GHz
(Figure 12). The transmission value is measured as −29.41 dB at 4.344 GHz, which is the
operating frequency of the first port, and −29.08 dB at 4.32 GHz, which is the operating
frequency of the second port. These results indicate a low interference value for the two
antennas on the MIMO.
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Figure 12. S parameter simulation (a) and measurement (b) results when the distance between the
antenna and the surface is 6 mm.

Low transmission values between the two antennas result in a high ability to operate
independently and indicate a low interference for the two antennas on the MIMO. Again,
S21 and S12 simulation values seen in Figure 12 are −35.37 dB at 4.344 GHz and −36.19 dB
at 4.32 GHz in accordance with the reading, which was made at the operating frequencies
of the measurement results. At the resonance frequencies obtained in the simulation, the
transmission values can be given as −37.02 dB for 4.304 GHz and −36.38 dB for 4.316 GHz
for a better comparison of the simulation and measurement results. It is understood that
there is no significant difference between measurement and simulation results in terms
of transmission results. In the simulation results, the antenna connected to the first port
operates with −33.94 dB S11 at 4.316 GHz, and the antenna connected to the second port
with −29.38 dB S11 at 4.304 GHz (see Figure 12). It is a preliminary indication that it can be
used as a radio altimeter antenna before seeing the measurement result.

The S parameter results obtained from the measurements of the whole structure are
collected in Figure 12. According to the S11 and S22 reflection measurement results of
the antenna and the surface, which are on top of each other with a 6 mm gap as seen in
Figure 12, the antenna connected to port 1 has a −20.072 dB value at 4.344 GHz, and the
antenna connected to port 2 has a −27.44 dB at 4.32 GHz.

Considering the limits of the frequency band restricted with a −10 dB reflection
value, the measurement bandwidth seems suitable for the 4.2 GHz–4.4 GHz band region
applicable to the radio altimeter. In Figure 13, the simulation values of S11 are compared
with respect to the distance between the antenna and the surface varying as 5 mm, 6 mm,
and 7 mm. The operating frequencies are 4.348 GHz, 4.316 GHz, and 4.284 GHz, respectively.
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It is seen that the operating frequency decreases as the distance increases. Similarly, for
these distances, the operating frequencies are 4.36 GHz, 4.344 GHz, and 4.28 GHz in the
measurement (see Figure 13). S11 values are measured as −22.87 dB, −20.072 dB, and
−18.53 dB, in the same frequency order.
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Figure 13. S11 simulation (a) and measurement (b) results when the distance between the antenna
and the surface is 5 mm, 6 mm, and 7 mm.

This means that this structure behaves in such a way that the operating frequency decreases
as the distance between them increases according to the measurement results as well.

It is concluded that to operate precisely at the center frequency of 4.3 GHz, the distance
between the antenna and the surface must be adjusted to a value between 6 mm and 7 mm.
It can be easily said from the measurement experiences of the authors on this antenna that
the entire surface must be separated by the mentioned distances from the antenna for these
changes to occur. This means that the antenna radiation capabilities will not change unless
the bonders between the antenna and the surface flex in the vertical plane dramatically.
Finding such bonders like locks to keep them at the desired distance may be covered in a
separate study.

Figure 14 shows the radiation pattern with the reflective surface at the bottom when
port 1 is fed. This pattern is proper for the radio altimeter pattern recommended to be
conical. Also, this planar structure radiates with horizontal polarization, which is defined
by ITU for radio altimeter [38]. A one-dimensional simulation pattern for each port of the
antenna of the MIMO can be seen in Figure 15 when the cut angle is chosen as ϕ = 90◦ and
ϕ = 0◦.
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Figure 14. Simulation pattern without a reflector on the scale of directivity. Perspective view (a) with
the operating frequency of f = 4.088 GHz while port 2 is fed, front view (b) and side view (c) with the
operating frequency of f = 4.116 GHz while port 1 is fed. Side view (d), front view (e), and top view
(f) of the antenna pattern simulated with the reflector on the scale of directivity while port 1 is fed.
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ϕ = 90◦ (a), and ϕ = 0◦ (b) derived with the reflector.

The measurement studies were conducted at 4.344 GHz for port 1 and 4.32 GHz for
port 2. Note that the opposing antennas act like a director to each other and affect the
propagation angle. The radiation properties of the antennas are gathered in Tables 3 and 4
according to ϕ = 90◦ cut angle. The radio altimeter features were obtained at ϕ = 90◦,
hence the antenna was evaluated in this aspect. This is the same as turning the antenna
ϕ = 90◦ while viewing it from the perspective of ϕ = 0◦. The simulated value of −19.1 dB
side lobe level (SLL) is noteworthy and evidence of the successful focus of power, as
intended, although the least measured result of −12.6057 dB appears to have been due
to the laboratory conditions. Another result to pay attention to is angular width. The
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recommended width for the radio altimeter is between 35◦ and 60◦, and the proposed
antenna creates a half-power beamwidth (HPBW) very close to this value. The measured
HPBW values are 60◦ and 70◦. As the measurements are performed at every 10◦, the coding
performed by the authors caught these values. It can easily be seen that if the measurement
angle hops were narrower, the code would also have caught an HPBW value close to 60◦ for
port 1. According to simulation results, the gain increases from 5.34 dBi to 10.3 dBi for port
1 when the reflective surface is placed under these antennas. The measurements support
this case with a measured gain of 10.1497 dBi achieved for port 1. There is a similar result
for the other port. The measured gain can be evaluated as realized gain because it includes
the losses. When the antenna operates without the reflector, its directivity is not very high
due to having a pattern close to the omnidirectional pattern rather than directional, as
was desired from the very beginning. This antenna has a minimum directivity of 5.46 dBi
without the reflector. In our measurements, which were carried out with the surface at a
distance of 6 mm, it is observed that the directivity value exceeded 11.5 dBi (see Table 4).
The main purpose of the design with the reflective surface is clearly seen in these results.
To obey the design criteria determined for the radio altimeter by ITU, the gain should be
between 8 and 13 dBi [38].

Table 3. Radiation properties of the antenna without a reflector.

ϕ = 90◦ Directivity
(dBi)

Realized
Gain
(dBi)

Gain (dBi)

Port 1
(f = 4.116 GHz) 5.46 5.34 5.39

Port 2
(f = 4.088 GHz) 5.52 5.39 5.45

ϕ = 90◦
Radiation
Efficiency

(dB)

Half-Power
Beamwidth

(degrees)

Side Lobe
Level
(dB)

Port 1
(f = 4.116 GHz) −0.06896 52.6 −18.9

Port 2
(f = 4.088 GHz) −0.06629 52.5 −19.8

Table 4. Simulated and measured radiation properties of the antenna with its reflector.

Si
m

ul
at

io
n

ϕ = 90◦ Directivity
(dBi)

Realized
Gain (dBi)

Front-to-Back
Ratio
(dB)

Half-Power
Beamwidth

(deg.)

Side Lobe
Level
(dB)

Port 1
(f = 4.316

GHz)
11.7 10.3 21.56 60.3 −19.1

Port 2
(f = 4.304

GHz)
11.6 10.3 21.63 62.3 −19.2

M
ea

su
re

m
en

t

ϕ = 90◦ Directivity
(dBi)

Realized
Gain (dBi)

Front-to-Back
Ratio
(dB)

Half-Power
Beamwidth

(deg.)

Side Lobe
Level
(dB)

Port 1
(f = 4.344

GHz)
11.5165 10.1497 19.004 70 −13.5953

Port 2
(f = 4.32

GHz)
11.9284 10.5617 23.7256 60 −12.6057



Electronics 2023, 12, 3434 15 of 19

Due to the complexity of MIMO systems, their performance must be tested through
some indicator data [39–42]. The measure of how much the transmission power can be
reduced while using two ports is given with the diversity gain (DG). According to Figure 16,
the DG is around 9.999 in the vicinity of 4.3 GHz and across the radio altimeter band. The
envelope correlation coefficient (ECC), which is a measure of how much two antennas
affect each other’s pattern, is practically waited to be less than 0.5 for MIMO [43].
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be taken to keep the antenna characteristics within the radio altimeter requirements. For 
example, the separation could be reduced until the gain drops to 8 dBi. The choice of size 
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Figure 16 also includes the ECC graph [44]. At 4.3 GHz, the ECC value is obtained as
0.0045, which is considerably less than 0.5.

The contour representation of the surface current of the MIMO structure is also given
in Figure 16. When any port is active, it is clearly seen that the surface current does not
affect the other port.

Mean effective gain (MEG) is the ratio of the average received power of the related
port to the average power received by a reference antenna [45,46]. MEG for the first and
second ports were calculated and the results are given in Figure 16. The difference is in
a linear scale, whose results correspond to less than −3 in dB, and the dB variations of
both of the ports are imposed into the figure. The total active reflection coefficient (TARC)
was calculated over the average of the angle values from 0◦ to 180◦ with a 10◦ range
(Figure 16) [47]. The measurement results show that the TARC is less than −10 dB. The
antenna was simulated by placing it on a life-size airplane’s proper part, which is important
to achieve the aim to send the waves to the ground properly [48], as seen in Figure 11.
PEC was chosen as aircraft fuselage material in order to create the ideal environment. The
length of the aircraft is greater than 70 m. A frequency of 4.304 GHz, which is the resonant
frequency of the antenna connected to port 2, was chosen as the operating frequency in the
simulation carried out with an integral solver. According to the simulation results studied
on the aircraft, the directivity is 11.6 dBi, the gain is 10.3 dBi, realized gain is 10.3 dBi,
angular width is 61.6◦, sidelobe level is −19.3 dB, and radiation efficiency is −1.343 dB.

Radio altimeter antenna designs, whose results are confirmable from their own
manuscripts, are listed in Table 5. Obviously, the size of the proposed structure could
be reduced by reducing the distance between the opposing antennas. In doing so, care
could be taken to keep the antenna characteristics within the radio altimeter requirements.
For example, the separation could be reduced until the gain drops to 8 dBi. The choice of
size reduction for such an antenna structure is in the hands of the designer. The proposed
antenna stands out for airborne altimeter applications in terms of the features such as the
conformity between simulation measurement results and providing the radio altimeter
prerequisites. Considering that the largest size of commercial radio altimeter antennas per
port is between 10 and 17 cm, it is also seen that the purpose of the proposed antenna in
terms of space saving has been realized.

Table 5. Comparison with the previous radio altimeter studies in the literature.

Ref. No.
Peak
Gain
(dBi)

HPBW
(Degrees)

MIMO
Features/

Number of
Ports

TARC

[49] ~10 - Yes/2 <0.2

[4] ~8 ~37 No/1 -

[50] ~4.82 - Yes/2 -

Proposed
Work ~10.5 ~60 Yes/2 <0.1

Ref. No.
Largest

Dimension
Per Port (cm)

Simulated
Frequency Range

Closest to
RA Band (GHz)

Measured
Frequency Range

Closest to
RA Band (GHz)

ECC

[49] 5.585 ~4.2–4.65 ~4.2–4.4 <0.0004

[4] 6.5 - ~4.18–4.39 -

[50] - ~4–4.3 - -

Proposed
Work 8.231 ~4.21–4.38 ~4.26–4.4 ~0.004



Electronics 2023, 12, 3434 17 of 19

4. Conclusions

In this paper, a new technique to perform pattern shaping by evaluating the vicinity
of the EBG phase region is proposed. The whole structure consists of a top antenna and
a reflector surface. The reflective surface was designed to resonate at a close but lower
frequency than the radio altimeter frequency. The top antenna’s operating frequency was
selected to be lower than the target radio altimeter frequency and around the highest
end of the resonance band of the reflector surface. Then, the top antenna was put over
the surface and brought closer to increase the frequency of the whole structure. This
approximation process continued until the target radio altimeter frequency was found.
During the design, it was aimed that, at the new height of the antenna, the final operation
frequency remains outside the resonance region, but is not far away from the reflector’s low-
surface-impedance region to have impedance low enough for imitating the PEC reflector
characteristics, ensuring that the antenna’s diffuse pattern is gathered up.

With the proposed technique, a space-saving MIMO antenna is designed by gathering
the pattern of a diffused pattern antenna. The lowest gain of the resultant structure, whose
top antenna–reflector distance is 6 mm, is 10.1497 dBi and the directivity is 11.5165 dBi.
The half-power beamwidth angle is around 60◦. When the distance is precisely adjusted
between 6 mm and 7 mm, the exact 4.3 GHz value is reached. It should be noted that the
distance between the top antenna and the reflector, which is 6 mm, is 8.6% of 69.72 mm,
which is the wavelength of a 4.3 GHz target frequency, ensuring the compactness. It can be
concluded that a MIMO radio altimeter antenna meeting the ITU criteria has been designed
following the proposed technique, successfully.
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